greatnes,can exempt you fro accoiittothe fu- 
preameiudze.lf ac any time you pretend oral, 
ledge yoar cIſeience for your owne defece ina. 
ny thing,koepe i foid indeed;zfor many prat- 
. .tle of ic, bartew feele; but be furethat Gods hea 
vely truch be the ſtarre ro lead it,'/Coſeor muſt 
” ever b: com ſcittis, with knowledge. For whe 
Made. ' itiv not grofided ypon fure knowledge,ic iv ei. 
booke ther an ignorant faqaca(y,or an arrogat vanity, 
.&18. ſomethings are done ill, though with s good 
intent, asappearech by tht which King Saule 
Sam.1 5. did in ſaving Agag,& the beftthings of che As 

.  malakits,(corrary to Gods ebm e) whe 
he was willed to (Hy man & woman, infant & 
fuckling,oxe & theepe, Camel & Aﬀe. God 
hateth nothing more tht the diſobedience of 
his commandemencs,though the intent ſeeme 
neverſo goodto ys. | 
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Glorie be to God inthe high beavens 
and peace incarth , andtowerds 
mengood will, Luk, 2, 14. 
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THE 


POVVER OF 


PrxeEacuing® © 
| ' * Wh. of 
THE POWEREFYLIYJ 
Eftets oftheWo & D , 
Preached,and rightly applyed, 


| as it was dceliuered in one or 
| moe BB RMONS. 


Bylonun Trasxe, Preacher 


| of Gods Word ſometimes at Axwi- 
fer in Demon: afterwards at the 
| Fleete in London: and nowat 


| Tillingham in Dengze hundred 
| inE$SSE x. 


— 


T /a1d, I will not make mention of him,nor [peake any more 

in bu Name : But hus word was in my beart as a burnong fire 

| ſout vp 1n my bones, and 1 vas weary with ferbearing, and 

T could not ſlay: For 1 beard the defaaning of many. ec. Fe. 

port [ay they, and'we wall report it : all my famalzars watched 
for my halting, ler. x0, 9.10. 


| LONDON: 
Printed by T.S. tor Nathamel Butter, 
1633. 
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To the Beneuolent 
READER, 


Eader, 1 call thee pre- 


ſuppoſing thou wilt 
reade. Avid 1 adde be- 


4 holy Reader, from 4 

prophane aeriaer. 1 
| would be loath to proſittute ſuch Pearls 
| 10 ſwine. Publike cy power full Preach- 
4,815 the prewaient meanes 10 prepare 
| men for reading:and ull that hath made 
WaJyreading us no more auaileable, then 
to the Eunuch, without Plilips g wtae 
to the true ſence. Such Readers I call 
wpon io reade thus trattate, that the) 
AY may 


SI 


To the Beneuolent Reader, 


may ſee the effet#s of Preaching, not 
onely tn the generall ſeparation which us 
makes berwoen P ag ans and Chriſtians: 
but im that it demaes berweene 1dols- 
ters and true worſpippers;,and between 


[#ch a4 have the forme,and ſwcb 45 haue 
alſs the power of godlineſſe : yea, be- 
tweene (th 45 hawe. the power onely in 
Seekirig;and ſuch as Walke famniliarly 
with God; and ag aine , bet weene Wal- 
kers, in reſpedt of the babiſh;or ffrong- 
er eſtate; yea, of the Father-hood that 
s Chriſt leſus. And betweene theſe 4. 
2 ame and themſeluesberweene the [p1- 
rit and fleſþ ; the ſeede of God, and of 
man; the right and contrary part; the 


Adam on v5;the regene*ateand onre- | 
generate part; yea, which u moſf of all, 
betweepe the ſoule and ſpirit: 1f 1n theſe 
any light be yeelded, let God haue all 


| 
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wew man and the old; the inward and 
| ourward man; the law of the minde, 
and of the members, Chriſt im ws, and 


| 
' 
: 


| 


[ 
| 


the | , 


| TotheBeneuolemt Reader. 


the praiſe : and 1 wiſh thee this benefit, 
that is may diſconer thine ele Fiow, and 
make it ſure unto thee; either by pro- 
wing thee to be at leaſt a ſeeker of Gods 
fanour , 4 labourer for reconciliation 
with God; one I meane in the throbs 


and threwes of the new birth in that 
firſb,generall,or ominerſall Repentance 
that makes Way to remiſſion , and pre- 
'pares for admifiion , into the inhert- 
tance by Faith in Chriſt 1eſus. If thes 
| be ſo wounded, thou Maiſt learne bence 


where ts be healed. 1f thow be healed, 
ond at liberty ,u will warme, comfort, 
cleanſe quicken,yea,renew thy ftrengtb. | 
If thou know all ths already, 1 ſhall 
haxe thy aſſent , if more, 1 expet# thy 
beſt ayde, and humbly, and as bariily | 


. |-Gefure thee 10 perfet? ſo weake begin- | 
| pings. /t was at firſt prepared onely for | 
| one Congregation; if « become profit s- 
| ble to more, it u that 1 deſire. 1nd 
| abowe all I hengs, let 1s now pray that | 


the 


CO — ﬀ DOS — —_———————_—— 
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| 


dome to ſpread abrozd; Amichriſts 


| wantage Sathan ; that ſo Goas people 
' may be eftabliſhed to fland faſt, fight 


| waliantly , and be more them Conque- 
 rours in the euill day. _And for mee, 
the leaſt of all God's Miniflers, 1 deſire 


| TotheBeneuolent Reader, | 


| the Goſþ-ll ſo plentifully Preached,nay 
; hau# th:ſe powerfull effects im theſe 
' froz'n and bennmmed trmes.That Re- 
| pentance way b- diſtincFly Preac bed, 
and Farhin Chriſt plaimely vnfolded. 
Now u the time to be iniuſtrions, e/- 
pecially, for 115 of the Afiniſtery ; to ga- 
ther theſe whom Sathan hath ſcattered: 
and io comfort ſad hearts, and confirme 
weake hands againſt approaching try. 
als. Oh let vs redouble our paines in | 
Preaching , Catechiſing , and eſpecially | 
to put wp  feruent praters, with ſlrong | 
cryes and teares, to him that i ableto; 
cauſe our peaceto flouriſh,Chriſts King - | 


to decay, ans tbme tonouohi; to diſad- 


your Prayers, that 1 may make full 
proofe 


” 
S—_— .Þ vu a wc . 


 Tothe Beneuolent Reader. 


| proofe of my Miniftery, in redeeming 
| |the time] bawe loſt by Sathans wiles. 

And ſo 1reſt for this time and re- 
mame | 


An vnfeigned well-wil- #& 


ler, to all that deſire fince- 


rity from the heart 


lonHNTRASKE.| 


i. 


Powers of the Word Preached. 
Searching, 
or Ro 


+ = 
5 Prevailing. | 

: More particularly, and that either, 
(: Conuincing- 


, Hardening, 
1 Reprobare c i Inſencible,as $ 2 Deſtroying, 
are } *% Binding. 
z Sencablc 3 2 Tormenring, 
3 Pecularro | 1 Opening. 
Conuerung I z Pncking. 
/ z Bruifing. 
Turn 
| . ng. 
» Eleft, 1 Healing, 
z Looking. 
3 Heaung, 
» Confirming, J: Comfortung, 


as 5 Killing, 


6 Quickening, 
7 Renewing. 


' 


| 
The power of Preaching, 
| OR 

THE POWERFVLL 


Eftets of the WoRknDp truely | 
Preached and rightly applyed, 


a< it ivas delivered in one or 
moe STA8O N $, 


— —_— ——— — 
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Lvxt 4.32. | 


For his word was with power, | 


3 N this Chapter ob- 
; AL ſerue the preparation 
do) to Chriſts Miniftery; 
7] theexecution rthereot, 
2 > and the confirmation | 

Jo! the _ taught , by Myracles | 

B done, 


ro  - ODDO SD—_ —  — —— 


The power of Preaching. 


done, whereſocuer hee became, 

' The preparation was by a herce 
and violent tempration with which | 
he was aflaulred, as it may appeare | | 
to ſuch as read the Chapter to the | 

14. verſe : the execution of his Mi- 
nittery may be ſeene from thenceto 

the 33. and the miracles hee did in 

the remainder of this Chapter , to | 
| theend thereof. 

Theſe words .of the Evangeliſt | 
which I have read, doe concerne | 
the execution of his glorious Mini- 
ſtery; in which conſider : 

I. The Country wherehe began | 
to preach, Galie,his owne Country | 
where hee had leaſt eſteeme, Yer/e 
14. 24. 

2. Next, the places in that: 
Country, the two chiefe Townes, | 
Ne; artth & Capernaum, ver(. 16.31. | 

3- Allo in thoſe Cities , whar 
place he made choiſe of, not priuate 
houles | 


| The power of Preaching. 
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houſes , as Conuenticlers, nor the 
ltreeres, as fanarticall perſonsare ac- 
cuſtomed , bur the chiete place of 
concourſe, to thoſe excellent ends , 
the Synagogues, Verle 16G. 23. 

4. Adde hereunro , the Time 
when : euen that fet time which 
the Law enioyned , on which the 
people viſually mer, on the Sabbaoth 
deyes, hee moſt viſually preached, 
Verſe 16.31. 

5. Beſides theſe , wee haue the 
manner of his Pre#thing : He ſtood 
Up for to read , and hauing received 
the Booke,and read what hee would, he 
cloſed it, delivered ut ts the Mmiſter, 
and ſac downe and Preached , Verle 
[6.17.20 

6. Morcouer, the matrer of his 
Sermon was an explication of the 
Prophecie of 1ſajah, with an appli- 
cation co the preſent times , Yer ſe 
[| IE, 21. 


B 3 I. Laſtly, 


— 


The power of Preaching, | 
7. Laſtly, the effects that follow- 
ed vpon his Preachinggo rake them | 
in the ſame order (the Evangeliſt 
layes them downe ) are theſe and! 
ſuch like: 

I. Droulzation, There went a; 
tame of him throughout all the re- 
gion round abour, Yerſe 14. 

2. Glorification. He was glorified 
of all, Yerſe 15. 

x: Attention. The eyes of all were 
taſtened vpon him, Yerſe 20. 

4- Apprebation. All bare him 
witneſle that his words were grati- 
ous, Yerſe 22, | 


— 


dered, at his ſo gracious words , 
Perſe 22. | 

G. Indigyation. T here were ofthe 
chiefe of tnem filled with wrath,and 
- [roſe vp and thruſt him our ot the 
City,and bringing him to the brow 
of the hill whercon the City was 
| builr, 


_—— 


5. Admiration. They Al] won-/ 


— _ 


| Thc power of Preaching. 
built , they would have caſt him 
|downe h:adlong, but that paſhng 
through the midit of them, he wenc 
his way, Verſe 28. 29.30. 

| 9. Stupefaftion. They were aſto- 
[nilhed at tus doftrine. 


The reaſon oft all theſe 1s contai- 


'ned in the words which I haue cho- 
ſen for my Text; 
' For his Word was With power. 
As it the Euangeiiſt ſhould fay in 
; more words : you may thinke ir 
 irange that Preaching ſhould pro- 
| duce ſuch effefts ; bur if you conl1- 
der the cauſe, you may be calily ſa- 
tisfied : Secing ſo great was thedif- 
| ference betweene his Preaching and 
| others of that time, that whereas 
they moucd nothing at all, got no 
fame, wan noglory t&/their Mini- 
| ſtery, ect neither approbati- 
On, admiration, nor ſo much as 
attention to the Word by their 


——_———_—— 


—— ———— 


| 


' 


| 
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| Thepower of Preaching. | 


Preachiag: ſeeing their Preaching 
was cold, without any he, as it one. 
told a dreame: Hee became famows, | 
lorious, and moſt admirable, bee | 
Ypat with authority, & his Preach- | 
ing was ſo lvely, and became foet- 
te&tvuall co all,in one kinde or other, 
that hee vexcd the very ſoules of 
wicked men that heard him; and a- | 
ſtonilhed all that atcended his ad | 
niſtery. 
For bis Word was with power. 

In theſe words there may be ob- 

ſerued 
I, The Connexion. 

iy Tyre Propoſutos. 

The Connex:on in the Ca#fall 
(For,) which ſheweth it to be the 
reaſon which the Euangeliſt giues 
of the manifold effects which 
Chriſts Preaching produced 

The Propoſition it ſelfe is : Wt 
tive, in which may be conlidered,) 
| [. The! 


—— 
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1. The Subie: His Word. 
Þ 2. The Predicate : was with power. 


To ſet vpon the Connexion or 
the Cauſall, and to conlider theſe 
words with their relation to the for- 


&trine will thence ariſe. 
Where the word i powerfully Pros- 
ched, it u effetFuall in one kinde or 0- 


powerful ly Preached,us effe(Fuall to the 
bearers in one kinde or other. This 


truth needes no other foormg then 
(this of our Euangeliſt: He tels vs 
that the true cauſe of the ſpreading 
of Chriſts fame, and the bigh e- 
ſteeme hee procured in the hearts 
of ſome hcarers , as allo of the 
wrath and rage of others was this, 
he Preached with authoritie: His 
werd was with power.So we may lee 
alſo when the [o = _ had cnded 


that 


mer part of the Chapter : this Do-| 


_ 


ther,to ſuch a5doe heareu.or,The ane” 


| 


| 


Cy 


we- 


je 006008 BP © dts Ce TE _S. CC. "TS 
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that Sermon on the Mount, the: 


Mar.”7. 28. 
29. 


Jn OE 
tis 


Jam. 5.17 


6 
1 King. 19- 


people were aſtoniſhed at bis Do. | 
Arine, for his word was with power, | 
and not as the Scribes, | 
This may be ſecne in the Prea-! 
ching of all the Prophets, and Apo- | 
ſtles; ro inſtance in a few of them : | 
Eliah,a man ſubiett to the like paſſions | 
45 we are, what powerfull eftetts at- 
tended his Preaching? Witneſſe his 
prevailing {o farre to the conuiftion 
ot%his hearers, 4s #at they obeyed his 
Word in the ſlaughter of all the Pro- 
phets of Baal. | 
And Ehzess or Eliſhe became as it | 
were guide of Kingdomes , by the | 
power of this Word,as his Hiſtory 
ſhewes:yea, ona himfelfe prevailed 


—_— 


with great Nizivech , ſo farre as to 
| bring the King, his Nobles, and all 
the City to true _—_— 

That Voyce of a Cryer in the 
Wildernefſe , drew all to his Bap- 


tiſme; / 
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The power of Preaching. }: g 


cilme ; yea , conuitted Souldiers, | Luke z- 
Publicans,and People,in great mul- 
ritudes. » 
The Apoltle Peter drew three | Ads 141. 
thouſand ro the Churchar one Ser- | *+-3- 
monzand five thouſand at another; 
| and at another Sermon of his, the| AAs 5.21. 
| Senate were cut at the heart by the 35- 
| power of his Word. 1 
|. And Paul ſubdued whole Regi- 
ons to the Faith, by his po PRE | As 13-8 | 
| Preaching ; and convinced Gain-| bp 
| ſayers of all lorts, to theenraging | 
ot ſome againſt his perſon, | 
| Thereaſon is, becauſe otherwiſe | 1 Reaſon. | | 
it could not appeareto be as it is, a 
powerfull Word;it muſt loſe its de- Rom-1.16, 
nomination, and ceaſeto be a word it 
of power: whereas it is thepower of i Cor.x.i8.| \|þ 
, God, tathe ſaliiation of the belee- | 
+ | uers, and the condemnation of vn- i} 
beleeners. 
Adde this alſo,that it ſhould elſe. 2 Reaſon. 


returne | 


Mc 
= | — 


lf 
Lf] 


Iſai.s$-10- 
1. 


3 Cor, 2. 
15+ 46, 


Tt * Reaſon, 


| | The power of Preaching. 
returne in vaine, and void of the 
chiefe end for which it was ſene, 
Whereas we know,thart as the raine 
commeth down, and the ſnow from 
Heauen, and returneth not thicher, 
bue watereth rhe carth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud ; that u may 
giue ſeed to the Sower,and bread to 
the Eater : fo faich the Lord, ſhall 
my Word be, that goeth forth out of my 
mouth , it ſhall not retwrne wnio mee 
void ; ; but u ſhall accompliſh that which 
I plesſe,aud it ſhall proſper in the thing 
wherewns 7 ſent it. And the boly As, 
 poſtle Paul, rels vs plainely in the 
perſon of all holy Miniſters: We are 
wnte God a ſweet [axour in Chrift, in 
| thems that arc ſaned,, and tn them that 
"periſh: tothe one we are the ſavour f/ 
| death unto death; and to the other, | 
| the ſauour of life onto life | 
Beſides theſe, yank: 09 miniſte- | 
[ry producech powerfull effetts : {| 


there. 


| 


_—O—C— 


— 
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therefore Chrilts Miniltery muſt bel. 
'tarre more powertu |, and produce | 9. 
\more manitelt eftects where it 1s Ex- 
exciſed. 
| Laltly, the maine or chicfe pra- 4. Reaſon. 
| tile of preachirg, is to wreltle and 
| hght-with, yea, to ouercome all op- 
polition,as it is exprefled inthemil- 
hon of Jeremy, that powerhull Pro-| 
| phet, where God faith ro hum: See,',.... 
| Thake ſet thee oner the Nations and 0- 
| wer the Kinodomes, 10 root out, and ts | 

pull downe,, and to deſtroy, and throw 

downe, ts build, and to plant. | 
| Buc (ome obietting againſt chis, | 66:8. 
' may ſay: True it is,thar all cheſe may | 

ſerue ro proue that Preaching was | 
| powerfull in the dayes of the Pro- 
' phers, Chrift,and bis Apoſtles, but 
what is thar roour dayes? We may 
not looke for ſuch power in Prea- 
ching. 
And why not at this day,the like | Au/were. 
power 


—_— 
oe oe eons 


| 


| The power of Preaching. | 64-4 


Luke 1.35. 


Joh, 14.12- 


- The power of Preacbing. S: 


power in Preaching ? 


ven and in Earth ? Is not the Holy 
Ghoſt the power of God,in Chriſts 
Miniſters at this day ? Doth not the 
Euangelift John record a promiſe 
chat is laſting , where it is written ; 
Whoſoeuer beleeneth on Chriſt Teſws, 
the workes that Chriſt did , {hall 
ſuch a belceuer doe : yea, greater 
workes then thoſe hee did in the 
dayes of his fleſh ? Is there not as 
much neede of like power in the 
preaching of the Word now, as 
there was then? yea,and more,ſceing 
wee have no miracles to confirme; 


_OOY 


Is Gods band ſhortncd ? or his 
power weakened? Is not Jeſus Chriſt 
the ſame yeſter day to day and for euer? 
Hath bee not promiſed w be with 
his Servants in preaching to the! 
end of the World? and that with 
the alliſtance of all power in Hea- 


the Word? Hane we not Diuels,and| 
damned! 


— — 


| Thepower of Preaching. 13 


damned Atheiſts ro oppoſe, and|. 
conremne the Word at this day ? 

Are there nor ſuch of whom it may 

|be (aid, as of Elmas ghe Sorcerer; 

[T hat they are full of all ſubulty, and\ A AR 13.10. 
all miſchiefe , children of the Diuell, 

enemies of all riahteouſneſſe , which 

ceaſe not to peruert the right wayes of 

God ? 

Are not Miniſters at this day as 
Fathers to beger ? Mothers to tra- 
uaile-with, and bring forth? Nurſes 
to nouriſh ? Watchmen to warne ? 
Souldiers to fight tor?and Cregands 
to giue every man his portion of 
'meate in dut ſealo? Yea,is nor one| 
| Miniſter ſometimes a Father, a Mo- 

ther, a Nurſe, a \Watchman,a Soul- 
' dier, and a Steward at oneand the. 
lame inſtant; and doth nor all this: 
| | require great power ? | 
| Are there not blinde men at this 
' day that wanc light2lame that want| , 
| ſtrength? 
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ftrengrh? Lepers that need clenſing? 
ficke that want health? ſtrayers that 
muſt be ſought our ? ſuch as are fal. 
len, to be raiſed vp ? dumbe, deafe, 
and dead men, to be made to (peak, 
heare,and come our of their graues? 
And doe not ſuch workes require 
great power ? It it were but to make 
a man that is dumbe, deate ,''and 
blinde,tovnderſtand,;it were a mat- 
ter of great difficulty, and requires 
great power ; but to raiſe vp a dzad 
man, that hath long ſlept the {[cepe 
of death , will any cold dreamer a- 
wake ſuch a ſleeper? No verily : Ic 
muſt be ſuch whoſe Miniſtery is ar- | 
tended with power. 
And thar there is required won. | 
dertull power at this day , conſider | 
further, that wee have nor onely 
dead men to raiſe, blinde men to 
make to ſce, wounded ro heale,(icke 
to rec@uer , impriſoned to ſer tree, 
ltraye rel 


— ——— _—— —_— — 
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ltrayers to ſecke out,lambes to ten- 
der,ſheepe to feede,babes ro whom 
wee giue milke, Ind ſtronger to 
whom ſtrong meare is belonging : 
but we have Sorcerersto withitand, 
Beares and Lyons tocombare with; 
Philiſtines to whom wee mult goe, 
lonnesof Adneteto conquer : yea, 
moreouer wee may haue A4/habs to 
ſpeake vato : Nebuchadnetz4rs tO 
reliſt : Hamans to contend with: He- 
rods to reproue. We may haue Phbs- 
raohs to march after vs: Zedetiahs 
co diſgrace vs publikely : Sanballats 
co oppole, Ins. mocke vs : 1#daſ/es 
to betray vs : Demaſſes to forlake 
vs : Halting people to comber vs : 
Alexanders to withſtand our words: 
Corahs to raiſe forces againſt vs : 
Scribes and Phariſes to entrap vs: 
High Prieſts to (corne vs : Pilates to 
condemne vs: Multztwdes to {lander 
vs, and the truth weteach : And if 

It 


) 
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it ſhould ſo come to paſle, air hath 
befallen our * brethren, is nor here 


ſtill a worke of great power? ſhould 
we (brinke in ſuch ſtriighcs? Adde 


hereunto that the Word is the ſame 
for eyer : yea, the words of God are 


Eecleſ. iz, | 4$Dayles; which being well drigcn, 


\doe hold with power ; as goades to 


Hoſea 5.5. | ProuOke and titre vp: axes to bew 
_ _ | andfquarezas fire to burne and tor-| 
a ment : asan hammer to breake the | 
* rockes; as arrowes that wound , a 
+/'5-| {word that divides: yea, a [harpe 
Heb.4-12- ſword with two edges,to diuide be- 
| tweene the ſoule and the ſpirit, the 


toynrs and the marrow: And lo the 
Word is at this day, quicke and 


powertoll. 

{ Sothart yon now ſcethat obicti. 
on anſwered: namely,it is athrmed; 
| Thar Preaching is alwayes power- 
full , whether wee reſpe&t Gods | 
' power , vachangeable : Chrilts | | 
| promiſe, | | 


[ 


YO 
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promiſe , of the afliſtance of all po- 
wer in heauen and in carth ;'the 
powerfull worke of the Miniftery, 
1n reſpe& of their charge, ot the po- | 
wer ofthe word ir ſelfe,that cannot 
| beabared: yea, thgt by how much 
| the elder the world.waxeth, and the 
| riper in finne, and by how much 
| the more ali miracles are granted 
| to benow ceaſed , by ſo much the 
| more power muſt of necethty ap- | 


| peare, ſeeing Gods power i manifeſt in | , ©... 


the greateſt weakeneſſe: And where | 
-{inne moſt abounds, Gods grace in 
| powerfull Preaching, aboundeth 
| much more in ſuch asare called. 
Now ſome may demand what 
'are the effetsof powerfull Preach- | 
ing,and how maythey be diſcerned? | 


| 
| For an{were hereunto:know,that | Ar/##7e. 


| the powerfull eftefts of Preaching | 
| are manifold :and they may be con« 
| ſidered, 


i. Either 


Dueft, 


Opmmn—_— _— 
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| 1+ Enter Generally : 
4, Or Particularly. 


[ 


af 1 
8! Sprea- 
WL... 
7 


| 


| | 


| | {imilirudes to which it is compared, 
'[Ezech. 17.| as that of Eaechiel, where he expre(- 


If wee conlider them Generally, 
they may be thele, er ſuch like: {| 
t. Firtt, a growing or ſpreading . 
wer: as may appeare by ſome 


ſeth ic by a tender eig, cut off trom | 
the high Cedar, and planced on aa 
ighand eminent mountaine, which | 
bringeth forth boughes, and beares | 
fruic, and becomesa goodly Cedar, | 
thas vnder it may dwell all towleot 


| | Mart.r3,30 
, 31. 


| 116 


Verict 4+ | 


| 


| every wing, euen in the {ſhadow of | 
it, Or that where the Lord leſus | 
compares it to a graine of Muſtar d- 


| ſeege, which is the leaſt of all ſeeds, 
| and yet being ſowen , groweth vp, 


and becommeth a tree. And it is 
expreſly faid of the Word, that it 
grew powerfully in the Apoſtles 
dayes: S0in this Chapter, the fame 

| of 
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of Chriſts Preaching was ſpread a- 
broad, throughout all the Region 
round about. And the Apoſtle Par! 
cels vs, that ic was in his time ſpread 
ouer all the world, and ſo you haue 
the growing , increaling , or [prea- 
ding power of the word. 
Secondly, the word powerfully 
Preached hath a drawing power. 
And it may be well ſaid of power- 
full Preachers,they draw moreafter 
them with cheir rongues, then Her- 
cules could driue before him with 
his club : It will draw all men to it, 
we may ſce it,in the power and cth- 
cacie of Joh# Bapriſts word : who 
knew nothing , but the Dofrine, 
and Baptiſme of Repentance : Yer 
all the Regions flocked ater him, 
and came to his Preaching. And 
when his Diſciples told him that all 
men came to Chriſt, as they had 
formerly to him : he anſweretb,rhat 
| C2 4 


”We 


— th tt... AA 


Cgl.1.6. | 


Mat.3.5-7. 


— 
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| | 4 4B C48 receiue nothing ex 


it be 
ginen him from abowe: As it be ſhould 
hane ſaid : Chriſt bath this power 
of drawing men after him, from a- 
boue : and faith further,that the po- | 
wer of Chrilt in that thing muſt in- | 
creaſe, and his power decreaſe: and 
adderh yet turther , that cherein is 
his ioy tulfilled. And in this Chap- | 
teris this confirmed by that, when 
Chriſt went into a defarc place, all 
the people were drawne thither al- 
ſo : yea, his word was ſo powerfull, 
cir drew them by multitudes, o- 
uer Sea, vnto him : fo that they 
would haue made him a King, for 
the word hath a drawing power. | 
Thirdly, the Word powertully 
preached, hath a ſearching power : | 
it can enter into the diſcerning of 
the inward parts. Ir diſcerneth the | 


. (ſecret thoughts , and intents of the | 


heart, All things are open and naked | i 
50 


p 
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to theeyes of it. K findes our mens | 
purpoſes, layes open their moſt ſe- | 
cret intents, yea, reucales the very | 
depths of Sathan: Ir can goc into 
| heauen, and ſhew vs what creaſures 
are therein ſtore,it can dig into bell, 
and diſcouer the torments, prepa- 

red for impenitent and rebellious 

[ perſons;and ſo you hauethe ſearch- 

,1ng power. 

| Fourthly, it hath a deviding po- 

| wer : by which it {cuers one thing | 
| from another. It pierceth cuen to | 


and the ſpirit, and the ioynts, and 
| the marrow. Seethis alſo where the | 


| Lord fairh in this regard : I am nor 


am come to deuide berweene the 
| Father, and the Sonne, the Daugh- 


| 


| ter, and the Mother: the Daughter | 

in law, and the Mother in law. As 

it is exprefled in ſo many words, by | 
C3 another | 


| ,212 | 


the deuiding aſunder of the ſoule, | j4cp,4.... 


| 
| come to ſend peace but a ſword. I | Mat.ro.34 


—_— — —_ 


1 Cor. 14: 
25. 
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another Evangelift thus. Suppoſe 
yeethat Iam come to fend peace on | 
the carth. I tell you nay, bur rather 
deuiſion: for from henceforth there 
(hall be five, in one houſe, deuided, 
three againit two, and two againſt 
three. The Father ſhall be deuided 
againſt the Sonne, and the Sonnea- 
gainſt the Father,the Mother againſt 
the Daughter, and rhe Daughter a- 
oaink the Mother , the Mother in 
law, againſt her Daughter in law, 
and the Daughter in law againſt her 
Mother in law. Yea, this word de- 
uides between cleane and vncleane; | 
holy and prophane; ſuch as ſweare, * 
and ſuch as feare an oath; betweene 
righteouſnefſe , and vnrighteoul- 
neſle; light, and darkenefle: true 
worſhip and Idolatry ; betweene 
Chriſt and Antichriſt. So that the 
word hath a deuiding power, 

To theſe may be added, the pre- 


wailing 


— 


— 
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wailoys power of the word, in that it 
 bearech downe all oppokition. It 
will roote out, and throw downe; 
de{troy and conſume: it will build, 
and planc. It will caſt out foule (pi. 
'rits, and conuit Confrers , and 
; make chem bring forgh their Bookes 
'of curious arts{ and burne them 
even to the value of many thouſand 
pieces of (iluer, So mightily will it 
grow, and preuaile where it 1s true- 
ly caught. 
| By theſe then, before we goe fur- 
ther, cuen by theſe generail powers 
or effects of the word, may Mini- 
| ſters examine the truth of their Mi- 
' niltery; even at this day : Doththe 
| word in thy mouth (preade it lelfe 
| into all the borders of the congrega- 


23 


> 
' Prewas- 


| ling. 


* 


| Ad.rg. Ig. 
2O, 


I J'je. 


' tion? dothic enforce people,at leaſt 
to talke of thee by the walles ? doth 
it draw them to Church, and gaine 
| attention from them ? Doſt rhou 


C +4 PCr- 
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— 


| 
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| that worſt, which ſpreads it ſelfe a- 
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percciue that it ſearcheth their| 
hearts, and layeth open their ſecret 
practiſes, or doth it {ct them ar ods, 
and make a ſeparation between the | 
godly, and vngodly; therighteous, | 
and the wicked ; the religious, and | 
prophane ? and doth it preuaile 
mightily,in the reſtraining of the re- 
bellious,and reformingthe diforder- 
ly ? Dott thou finde all theſe, or a- 
ny of theſe ? then maiſt thou con- 
cl\nde with comfort, that Gods po- 
wer doth attend thy preaching :and 
ſuch peopleas ſeethele effefts, may 
ſay thar God is preſent in ſuch Prea- ' 
chers, of a truth. | 

By this ſuch are juſtly reprehen- | 
ded,1s doe ſtumb!ear theſe,and ſuch | 
like of all other Preaching, they like 


broad;drawes people after it,gaines 
attention, fearcheth our the very 


fecrer thoughts of the heart , and 
makes 


—_—— 


— 
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makes a ſeparation where 1t comes ; 
prevailing. mightily in the conui- 
| Qing of lome, the conuerting of o- | 
| thers, the comforting of the godly, 
the diſcouery of the hypocrite, and 
prophane perſon, They cry downe 
ſuch Preachers, and ſer themſelues 
againſt ſuch Preaching with all their 
| power : butthis will appeare more 
| plainely,'when we come to the par- 


I ad 


ticular powers of the Word. 
Ler this then ſtirre vp all Gods 
people to thankfalneſſc,where ſuch | 
a powertu!] Miniſtery is enioyed. | 
| Doe you perceiue that your Mini- | 
| ſters How is ſpread farreand neere ? 
doe the people of his Pariſh come to 
' him, and flocke to his Miniſtery ? 
' Doe you find that his word comes | 


3 #/e. 


ſ 


; home, and entreth into your bo-| G 


| ſomes, diueth into your hearts and | 
conſeiences, diſconereth all your ſe- | 
cret practiſes, and preuailerh more | 


and | 


I es — 


I ——— 


-, 
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and more in theſe things? breake 
forth into the praiſes of God, and 
returnedue rthankes to his Maiefty, 
for his great mercy, in affording 
ſach a Minittery, as bath ſo power: 
tulleffets : Such a Miniſtery is vn- 
doubredly of God. For Chriſts ord 
is with power. 


To come more particularly to 


ſhew the powersot the Word ; we 
may conlider it, as it.js common 
borh to the Ele& and reprobace, 
and as it may be peculiar to eicher 
of them. 


The common powers which 


| worke both in the EleQt,and repro- 


| bare, are theſe : 


Firſt,a conuincing power ; when 


Conun-. men are not onely maderto fee a dit. 
ference betwcene truth and errour: 


' but alſo conuitted in their con(ci- 
ences, thar truth is truth, anderror 
is error. I his power in preaching, 


LY” EFT 


hath 


-——  c——_— 
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hath tooring on 2 dire promiſe, 
to all ſuch as preach by rhe holy | 


| Spirit. They ſhall conutnce the lob-16-8. 


| World of linne, of righteouſneſle, 


| powerfully preuailero the connicti- + 


' 


and of 1udgement. So Apolios a man 
mighty in the holy Scriptures , did 


| ARas18,:8 


on of the gaine-ſaying ewes ; and 
thar publikely ſhewing them that 
ſelus was Chriſt. So it is written, ', c,,,,,. 
Thar if all Prophelie,that is, ſpeake 724. 
the Word plainely with power : It; 
an vnlearned man,or an vabelecuer 
be preſent, he is conuinced by ſuch 
powerfull preaching. 

Secondly, powertull preaching, 2 


bath a terrifying power, As when Ter74- | 


"mg. 


Mar.2.1.2. 


Herod heard onely of the birth of 
Chriſt, he was terrified, and all Eve- 
r#/alems with him. And wicked Fa-' 
lix hearing a powerfull Preacher | ** 3427 
onely reaſon in his preſence of righ- 

teouſnefle, remperance, and ivdge- 

ment 
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| 


Heb.11.4s 


3 
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ment to come;hetrembled. And to 
ſuch back God reſpe&, eſpecially as 
tremble at his Word : ſo that the 
word powertully preached, workes| 
trembling in both Ele, and repro- | 
bate. For ſo Habacuck faith; Iheard, 
and my belly trembled , my opes| 
quiuered art the voyce, and yet hee | 
was an holy Prophet: and Avſes, 
himſelfe ac the promulgarion of the | 
Law, was conſtrained to lay ; 1 ex- | 
ceedingly feare and quake. | 
Thirdly , the Word powerfully | 
preached, hath an humbling power | 
bothin cle& and reprobate : as wee 
percelue in that place before allea- | 
god, for the conuiting power, that ; 
uch vnlearned and vnbelceving as 
heare ſuch preaching, fall downe on | 
their faces, and worlhip God, and! 
acknowledge that Godis preſent in 
ſuch Preachers of a truth. And ſuch 
power was in Chrifts preaching in 


the dayes 


——_——— 


. 
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dayes of his fleſh, thar ic bumbled 
many,cuen Diuels,and wicked per- 
ſons , as well as others : that they 


Mar. 8.29» 
Mar.1 ,24- 


came running,and kneeling downe, 
| yea, falling downe and confelhng, 
that he was the Sonne of God, and! 
| himſelte for a litrle ſcaſon:And 
' Cain was humbled by the power of 
|this word, though _Abas roo little, 
aud Caine ouer.much. 

Fourthly, the word powerfully 
| Preached, hath a reſtraymag power. 
Ir keepes the reprobate as the elect 
from breaking out into toule enor- 
mities,& doth reſtrayne them trom 
groſle (innes, as in the preſence of 
Moſes, the people: were reftrayned 
from [dolatrie : which in his ab- 
ſence, they commitred with an high 
band. And wee reade of a King of 

1sdah, euen 1oaſh , whole heart was 


P good man. 4hes allo bumbled 


Mar.1o.17. 
18, 


1 King.z1, 
24. 


Gen. 4. L4- 


| 4 
R eſtray- 


mine .. 


= right, yer did hee thac which 


b 


was 


Mar. 6- 20, 
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was right in Gods fight, all che daies 
of Teboiads the Priett. And experi- 
ence doth teach vs, that where the 
word is moſt zcalouſly preſſed, and! 
—_—_— vrged, ſuch places are 
more free from open impi« 
ties, then other places where it is 
not\o. | 
Furthermore, the word hath a 
reforming power; in both ele&, and 
reprobates. As may appeare in thoſe 
belecuers , that went backe from 
Chriſt: and eſpecially of Herod, that 
wicked man, of whom we read,that| 
befeared 10h» the Baptiſt, knowing 
that he was a 1uſt, and an holy man, 
and obſerned him, and when hee 
heard, hee did- many things , and 
heard him gladly. - 
Addetorheſe,that the word hath 
an «ſteniſhing power : by which it 
ſtapifies, and doth amaze, as well | 
the reprobare, as the ele&t : as wee! 


lee | 
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" [rod wee reade that hee heard 1ohr 


ſee in Simen Magus, of whom wee | Att. 13.8. 
reade, that hee belceucd, and when ___ 
he was baptized, continued with 
Phbibp, and wondered. And wereade 
alſo of the Preaching of Chriſt, thar 
the hearers were altoniſhed at his| Maik 1.21 
doctrine, tor hee taught as one thar 
bad power, and not as the Scribes. 
Alſo the word powertully Prea-| +7 
ched , is delightfull, as well ro the Pelight- 
wicked, as the godly: that it is de- , %$- 
lightfull ro the godly , is without | 
queltion,it ts the very toy and reioy- 
cing of their hearts: {wezterto them ler.rs. 16. 
then hony , and the hony-combe; Palcg.1o, 
bur to the very wicked , Ezechiel Ezech. 33. 
tels vs, that ſuch whoſe hearts doe 33, 
till goe attcr their couetoulſneſle, 
yet his word was as plcalant to 
them as a louely ſong, of one thar 
hath a pleaſant voyce, and can play | 
well on an inſtrument. And of He- , Mar. 6. 20.f 


gladly : 


— JI 


Tr 
Mar-i3, ” | ladly : . Alfo we ſee icin that Para: 
of the ſtony ground; the appli- | 


| 


| 
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cation whereot is toreprobare bea« 
rers ,that yet receive the word with 
10y. 

By theſe common powers of the 
word, we may perceive bow farre 


reprobates may goe in hearing,and 
what eftefts it worketh, even in the 
damned, as in the ſaved : they may 
be connided, terrified, humbled in 
ſome meaſure, reſtrained, retormed, | 
and delighted by the power of the 
word : ſo that ſuch as can goe no 
further, baue not ſer one foote in 
conuerfion beyond a very repro- 
bate : How manifeſtly wretched 
then are all ſuch as never yet felc 
cheſe powers in thernſelues, bur thar | 
theſe may alſo be ſcene, ler vs come 
tothe peculiar powers of che word, 


in elect and reprobarte. 
And firſt ot the powers of in 


word 


—O——— ——— 
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word Preached in the reprobate = 
hearer, and they are either ſencible, | /n/encible 
or infencible : 
| The inſencible powers ' of the| , 
word Preached, in reprobartes, is : Hardning 


that hardening power off he word, 
whereby their hearrs are hardened, 
and their very conſciences ſeared,as | i;Tim. 4.2 . 


| | with an hot Iron: that whereas they 
| | hadar firſt hearing, ſomeſence,they 

- | become by often convidtion, alto-| 
| | gether ſenceleſſe : Of rhis power, | 


| God ſpeaketh ro 1ſaiah, whoſe mil- | *69-1%- 
| lion ſcemeth to be chiefly co char 
| end, as it appeareth where we reade 
it written, that God faith vnto bim, | 

| 


£8: tell thy people, heare yee indeed, 

| but vnderſtand nor : and fee yee in- | 
| deed, but perceive not ? Make the | 
| heart of this peoplefat; and make | 
| their eares heavy , and ſhut their 
eyes. I his the holy Apoſtle Pawl ape 
| plycth to the vnbelceuing lewes, 
| D waere 


—— ——_— | — 
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: | Gholt, by E/azas the Prophet, vnto 
*| our Fathers, ſaying,Goe varo this 


2 Cor.z.18 


Jer, I. 10- 


 grees deſtroyed. And that the word 
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where he faith; Well [pake the boly 


ople and ſay ; hearing you (hall 
= and ſhall noc EC odand 
ſceing, you (hall ſce ; and (hall not 
perceiue: For the heart of this peo- 
ple is waxed grofſe. And the fame 
Pawitels vs of ſome that are paſt fee- 


Another power of the word, | 
which is alſo inſencible,may be that | 
deſtrojing power: whereby the wic- | 


| ked arc not onely more and more | 


hardened, but haue all the faculties | 
of the ſoule peruerred, and by de- | 
bath ſuch:a deſtroying power, ap- 
eth where itiscalled,che ſauour 
of death vnco death. And Jeremics | 
miſhon gaue him power to deſtroy | 
and\throw downec, as well as to 
build and plant. And the Apoſtle 
Pau} 


| 
| 
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Paul tels the Corinthians, or the ele 
at Corzmth, that hee vſcd his power 
toward them cocdification, and not 
to deſtrution : ſo that the word 
Preached, bath a deſtroying power. 
The ſencible powers of the word, 
in the very reprobate.are either char 
rormenting power,or elle chat bind- 
ing power. 
And that ſuch a ſcorching or tor- 


Sencible, 


menting, or cutting: power of the 
word, is ſencibly apprehended by | 
reprobares, we may perceive in 4- 
hab, who in that reſpe&t,called Elah 
the troubler of 1/-ael, and hated Mi- 
caiah, another powertull Preacher, 
for that hee vexed or tormented 


I 
Scorch. 
"g. 


1 King, if, 
17.& 21-20, 
& 22.8. 


him, but evill. And in Felix, who 
was {o vexed by Panls realoning, 
chat hee ſent him away And the 
[ewes who being conuictey, were 
cut at the hearr £5 the ET F 


him , never Preaching good who 


ets 


At-24-25. 
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of Stesen, and gnaſhed vpon him 
with their teeth: and ſtopping their 
eares, ranne vpon him, as they did 
on his Maſter, as hath beene ſhew- | 
ed out of this Chapter: And there- | 


-| tore 1t is compared to fire which | 


{corcheth men with great heate, 
and cauſeth them to diſcouer them- 


'| ſelues by blaſphemies. 


Another ſencible power of the 
Word, is that binding power, by 
which wicked reprobates doe fee 
themſelues bound band and foote, 
and caſt out of the Church, and! 
Gods protettion; that is, doe per- 
ceiue thar they are ſeuered from the 
godiy, and {hurt out of the inheri- 
rance ot the Saints in light: and doe| 
alſo perceive rhat they haue no po..| 
werany more to mouea foote to- 
wards that way, or an hand to thar 
excellent worke. And this is done 
by the power of the holy ſpirit in 


: 


| the : 


—————— — 
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[ 


the word Preached. 
By this we learne,not to thinke it 
ſtrange though ſome hearers waxe 
'worle & worſe, &becomemore hard- 
hearted, and lefle ſencible, either of 
| mercies or judgements, even where 
the word is powerfully Preached,; 
| yea, become not onely benummed, 
that they cuen fall aſleepe ordinari- 
ly at the Preaching of the ſame; bur 
| alſo (to ſuch as vnderſtand)become 
| apparantly more ignorant and ſot- 
|tiſh, more peruerſe, and pecuilh : 


' yea,areeuen conſumed as it were to | 
| nothing by the Preaching thereof, | 
| that whereas they haue ſeemed to | 


' be pleaſed with a Sermon,and bave 
'done ſomethings gladly , and for- 
| borne ther things which the word 


| 


| uh 
is 
| | 
| 


'» Theſcz8. 


forbids: yea, beene much humbled 
| with 4 kindeof trembling, and aſto- 
nilhmene at the conuition of their 


&nlciences , now they are nor 
D 3 ſtirred | 


EEE —  —  — <a ty. 
= —T———— ——  —  — - — 


— 
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ſtirred atall, nor delighted,nor yet 
at all doe admire it, but count it as 
2 common thing,and by how much 
the more powertu.l ic is,by ſo much 
(elle doe they regard it : yea, by fo 
much more negle& it, & contemne 
it. Nor yer may wee wonder that 
they are filled with wrath, and rage 
at the Preachers of it: ſeeing they | 
doe plainely (ee themſelves ſencibly 
bound, as it were hand and foote, | 
and caſt ont amongſt dogges, and 
ſwine: and alſo continually fcorch. 

ed, and vexed by the heate, and fer-| 
uency of ſuch powertul| preaching. | 
No wonder then ifthey cry downe 
fuch Preaching, and get to them- | 
fclues heapes of teachers, that ifone | 


*| pricke , another may pleaſe: You| 


flaue feene clearely, ſuch are thepo- 
wers of the word truely raught,chat 
it rormenteth, bindeth, hardneth; 
yea, deiroyeth and conſumeth the | 
very 


O——_—— —— —— -——_— — 
OO —— —— —— 
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| very reprobares : and there 15 no ©» 
| ther effect to be looked for in any 
| ſuch, bur theſe, to be crembled at in 
| the naming of them. 

| Come wee now to the powers of 
| the word Preached , in the very E- 
le&,rhoſe that gre peculiar to them 
in aſpeciall manner ; and let vs take 


39 


them either as they arc manifeſted 
in their conuerſion , or confirmg- 
;tion. 

| Andfirſtintheir converting: and 
| they are cither that opening, prick- 
| ing, bruſing, or that turning power 
| of the word : and firſt of chat ope- 
| aiNg POwer, 

| Fuſt, the word hathan opening 
| power , whereby it doth nor onely 


| open the eyes of the Elect, as it may 
of the reprobate, as Balaams cycs 
| were opened : but ina more cicarc 
manner, are they made to ſce the 
mykerics of pgodlinefſe, then any 
D4 repro- 


— ——— 


Conter- 
ting po- 
wer, 


| 


1 


I 
O perm 14 


Numb. 24+ | 
16.} | 


Renel, ;. |: 
18, 


/ 


ARE | — — 
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. 11.| any more; and this is proper to the 


- | hatha pricking power : by whichit 


- red cuen to ſharpearrowes, as hath 


- | makes them ſencible of their tranl- 
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reprobace , and to this end _ 
hearts are opened with Lidz, chat 
they not onely vnderſtand, bur af- 
fect what they vnderſtand: and i in | 
this ſence it may be called the key 
of Dawg, that openetb,and no man | 
ſhutrech : that is, thar ſo openerh 
that it can never be ſhut or cloſed | | 


El:&. 
Secondly, the word Preached, 


doth not onely ſomewhat trouble, 
bur throughly wound the _ 
heart of Gods people, as were thoſe 
Conuerts to whom Peter Preached, 

they were pricked in their hearts ; 
therefore is it in this reſpeRt,compa- 


beenc (hewed, ir pierceth into the 
very loules of poore lkancrs, and 


greſhon , and this is alſo proper 
ro 


—_— 


— Hu — —_ 


| 


| 


preached , hath the power ot brui- 


hee compares it toan hammer, that 


a — — - 
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ro che Elect, 
Thirdly, the Word powerfully 


ling, yea, of breaking to pieces the 
very Ele&t,as Jeremiah tels vs,where 


breaketh rockes.So ic breakemh their 
bard and ſtony hearts, and maketh 
them not onely ſeeme nothing in 
their owne eyes , but alſo maketh 
them the move capable of the new | 
worke of regeneration, as Ezechiel | 
ſpeakes , where God faith by him; | 
I will take out your ſtony hearts) | 


| and giue you hearts of fleſh. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


This is tbat renting of the heart, 
which God requireth:and that bro- 
ken heart, thar he will not deſpiſe. 

Laſtly, the Word preached,hath ' 
alſo a turning power, by which it 
changeth mens mindes, and alſo al- 
rereth their affeions.So it was ſaid 
of 7obx the Baptiſt, that hee (hould 


— 


| Brwifong, 


goe | 


ler.33-39+ 


Ezech-1t. 
19, 


loel 2. 13+ 
Plal 51.17 | 
w .c\ 


Tornng. 


| 


| 42 


Luke 1.17. 


Pal.g.y.3 the diſobcdient to the wildome of 


1 TheC{.r, 
$.9+ 


Ads 26.18 


* \than to God: And ſo you haverhe 


Al_— - —— 


| - Thepower of Preaching. | * 
poe before Chriſt,in the Spiric, and 
power of Elts, to turne the hearts 


| of the Fathers co the Children, and 


the inſt. So we reade, that itis one 
property of the Doftrine of God, 
to conuert the foule. And this 
power , the holy Apoſtle Pas! 
lpeakes of tothe Theſſalonians, where 
he ſaith; Our Goſpel came not vn- 
to you in word onely, butalfo in 
power : in that it turned them from 
Idols to (erue tlic living and true 
God. And this was the end of his 
ſending, not enely to open mens 
eyes, bur ro turne them from darke- 
| neflerolight,from the power of Sa- 


opening, pricking, bruiling,andtur- 
ning power of the Word, which ap- 
| pertaine to the conuerting of the 
| Ele&,and ſo may be ſaid to be pro- 
per tothem onely. 

| # K|. 


— — 
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It this be (o, that ſuch powers of | 1 Ye. 
the Word are in the Ele& onely, 
then hereby ſuch as are dclirous to 
know their election to be of God, 
may try themſelues by theſe : Hath 
the Word preached opened thine 
'eyes? yea,thine heart?and baft thou 
|felta pricking power in thy ſoule, 
' for finne? hath thine heart been,not | 
| onely pricked,but bruiſed?yea,bro- 
| ken (o,rhatthou art come to a ſeife- 
deniall 2 yea, ro find thy ſeife no- 
thing ? and art thou turned,and al- 

cogether changed, by the power of 
| Preaching ? Canſt thou truly ſay ; | 
thou ſeeit,and vnderſtandeſt themi- 
ſery of thy (inftull nature? and art 
grieved at the heart for finne? and 
 doeſt finde, that by {inne thou arr | 

| euen become of no account, and 

' that deſeruedly with God?and doſt 
thou finde.thy heart quite turned, 
' by a dereſtation of thy former euill 
[. way, 


— RE > ———— 


 firming ſuch as are thus turned to 


"[ryally ficke with the conſcience of 


| Thepower of Preaching. 
way, and a vehement care of draw- 
ing necre to God, and being recon- 
ciled to his Maicſty ? by theſe rhou | 
mayeft bee able to conclude with | 
comfort , that thou art in the true. 
way to eternall life, and without 
doubt ordained to cuerlaſting hap- 
pincſſe. And that thou mayelt be 
yet further aſſured, we will proceede 
to the power of the Word, In con- 


| 


The fame Word that thus con-! 
yerteth,doth alſocontirme the con- | 
uerted; and thar by theſe powerfull | 
effets which follow. | 

Firſt, the Word as it woundeth, | 


* [ſo it healeth, ir hath an healing ; 


power , as the Plalmiſt witneſleth, | 
where we rcade of ſuch as are ſpiri- 


finne; God ſent his Word, and hea- 


led 


» 


| Thepower of Preaching. 
led them. And Chriſt proclaimeth 
it in this Chapter, that his Word 
hathan healing power z where ap- 
plying the Prophetic of Eſys to 
| Lnſclte.he ſaith ; He is ſent to healc 
the broken in heart: which the Pro- 
pher calles binde vp. So that the 
| Word powerfully preached, is that 
good Samaritan, which bindes vp 
| the wounds of that (in-wounded 
Traveller; and the onely Balme of 
Gilead,that healing medicine, wher- 
by healch is reſtored to the ficke 
ſoule. 
| Ler Gods people learne hence, 
where to haue recourſe for health : 
The Word is one'y able ro wound 
and hea'e;here are the leaues of that 
Treeto begathcred, which ſerve for 
the hea'1ng of rhe Nations. It any 
| bethen wounded by che \Word, let 
not that drivethem tom it, but ra- 
ther draw them tot; if cuerthey 
| WI} 


Ver.18.23.f - 
Ifa 61.6, 


Lake 10,v 


Reu 22,3. 
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Va 61-1, 


will hane healch,here, and no where 
elle may they expett ir; and it may 


Qtion, if che Word haue hcaled, as 
well as wounded thee: or if at leaſt 
thou ſeeke health at che Word 
preached. 


power of loſing, or ſetting tree, ſuch 
25 areturned to God; that whereas 
before they haue lived in chraldome 


Land bondage, now are they parta- 


kers of the glorious liberty of the 


that ſhee could nor lift vp her ſelte) 


as are Gods, are free,and ſet at liber- 
ry by the word preached, to runne 
the wayes of Gods Commande- 


an argument of the truth of ele-/ 


from chart diuelliſh bond; then ſuch | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


. 
: 


Secundly,the Word hath alſo the 


ſonnes of God : yea, never did 
Chriſts wordMore manifeltly free 
1 that danghter of _4braham,(whom | 
Satan had bound cighteene yeeres, | 


— 


ments. Wee may fecit in that Pro- 


phelie, 


_—_—— — ———— 


— 


, | rhe truth (hall make you tree. 


| 


— 
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pheſic of Eſayas,which our Sauiour | 


ter ; where we reade, that he is ſcene 
to preach deliverance totbe cap- 
tiues,and to (ct at liberty ſuch asare 
bruiſed : yea,to preach the yeere of 
lubilee, or the acceptable ycere of | yi. 
the Lord. So is this power promiled | 

to all faichfull Preachers, in theſe 

words ; Wharſoever you looſe on' 1, .... 
earth,ſhal be looſed in heauen: And & «8. i8. 
whoſoeuers linnes you remit, they 10.10.,;. 
are remitted. Th s our Lordalſoat 

another time athrmed , where hee 
faith; If you continue in my Word, | 

chen are you my Diſciples indeed : 

and you ſhall know the truth, and 8. 30. 


By this all may be able further | 7/5. 


to bee confirmed in the truth of 
cheir eleftion; it they hauing beene 


bondage thereunto, led captiue by " 
the 


applyerh ro this end, in this Chap- y..c. x. | 


1 


by Nature ſinnes vaſſals, and in | 1ob.8. 33, | 


—— — 


| 48 The Power of Preacbing, | 


the'Diell at bis owne will, and by 
the vertue and powerfull efticacy 
ofthe Word,are now loſed,and (et 
at liberty , nor onely to ſtand vp- 
right, bur ro walke, and to run the 
wayes of Gods Commandements. 
z Cor. 3. | Try thy ſclfe then, art thou ſuch a 
_ | freeman? Where the Spirir is,there 

is this liberty, ſaith che Apoſtle Pawl. 
Art thon then eta liberty?by what 
publike Sermon,or Sermons? or by 
what priuate application of che 
| miſesco thy Wtoben.cr ſince| 
| what time haſt thou pcrceiued the 
ſtriking off of thy chaines, the ope- 
ning of the priſon doore, and yron 
garc ofthy linnes, thac chou migh- 
[reſt be admirred to the fellowlhip 
of the Saints? The Word powerful- 
ly preached, doth heale, as well as 


| wound;and loole the Ele&,as binde 


| the reprobate. And ſo muchalſo for | 
the power of looſing, which is alſo 


| proper 


- £4. 44A. 1K 2 hk. a 
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JE 
| the word powerfully 
Praced doth warme, yea, heate 
the cold hearts of poore humbled 
finners,and in this ſenceiris compa-. 


red to fire, as Damid ſpeakes of ir, 
where hee ſaith, His heart was hot 


within him, and while hee was mu- 
ling how to be filent Cin the 
| ſence of the wicked ) the fire 
| ned. And Jeremy reſolving alſo 'p 
; on lilence, tels vs og - apt 
wes in his heart as a burnin _ 
| ſhut vp in his bones : inſomuch char 
| he was weary with forbearing, and 
could not ſtay : And the Diſci ” 
| that had Chrifts company in 


| way to Emer, ſay of his heads 
Did nor our hearts burne within vs | 
while he talked with vs by the way? | 
and this is that which the fpirit | 
findeth abſent in that Church of 
Laodiea,W hereit wilherh charthey 

E were 


tree ee 


— 


Luke 34, 


J is 


Reuel. 3- 
15.49 


a 
— 


Canr-$.6.7 


pre Drkg_ 


were either hot. or cold : and com-! 
mands them to.bg zcalous,: thatis, | 


- | robe. botandferucnt, | 


By this alſo may wee be fi 
EEE truth of our Ele. 
| Gionz if the word hath warmed, or 


. | doth-beate vs.; We are cold all by 


nature, as being dead in ſinnes and 
: and.ſo benummed with 
and- even frozen in the dirt 
of wickedoelle , it this word have 
thawed ys, and ſo alſo warmed our 
hearts, and doch till .heate vs, that 
we can feelingly ay, we arc heated; 
yea, our hearts barge within vs, in 
prayer, haty conference, and in the 
Preaching of the word : and that 
thebeate of it is ſogreat,thar iteven 
wakterh vs in the lou of God, zeale 
for his glory, and the lone of Gods 
Churcb, and af all men, yea, fo 


great is this beate, that the many 
waters of dilſcouragements, por 
| floud:| 
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; | Houds of oppolicion; yea,our owne 


ralh reſolutions cannot quenchir, 
but it flaſheth our now and then, 
and will not be extinguiſhed : this 
isa notable confirmatian of the ex- 
cellency of our eſtate, and that wee 
are vadoubcedly Gods Elec and 
choſen ones, ſeeing this is a power 
peculiar and properly bclonging 
vnto them. 

. Fourthly, the word powertully 
Preachcy, tath a comfortemg power, 
in Gods Ele. Ic is their comforter 
in all 'rheir croubles':- rhis it that 


| 


which wipeth all rcares from their 
eyes:and by whicb they are dandled 
vpon the knees of Gods loue. So 
wee reade, that the Starutes of the 
Lord areright,reioycing the heart; 
yea, this word to Jeremy, was bis 
onely toy. It was Dazids comfort 
in affliftion: yea, hee reioyced as 
much in Gods word, as in all man- 
E 2 


ner 


ting, 


Iſai.66.11-. 

Iz, 
PlalLtg.8s. 
ler.15-16- 


Pſal. t19. 
14.30} 
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as 


nerof riches : {t was ſweeter to his 
mouth then bony , and the bony- 
combe. 

This comfort of the word may be 
alſo a-norable meanes ot confirma- 
cion to:{uch as are turned to God. 
Ler mes ſay vnco ſuch, whar is it 
char delights youtIs it the tree pro- 
miſcs of the Goſpell? doth the word 
not onely joy you in the acaring, 
andin time of proſperitie ? bur al- 
ſo cheare you in ſuffering, and in 
the greateſt trouble and aduerſity ? 
Is it the word which as a Mother 
doth dandle thee,as a Childe on the 
knees of ſound comfort, and wi | 
away all teares from thine eyes ? 
aſſured that thou art alſo one of 
Gods EleR, a redeemed one : If his 

Ii word that bath made 
thee truely ſorrowtull, doth alſo re- 
ore ſound comforts vato thee. 


Beſides theſe,the powerfull word 


doth 


—m——_ 
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doth alſo diſcover its power in, $ 
Gods Ele& by killing them ; yea, X*brg, 
ſtriking ther vnder the fitth rib of 
their (innes. The word will-ſtrike 
the man of ſinne rhrough the fore- 
| head, 23 Dazid [more Goliah with a 
ſtone from his ſling: yea, it will 
make ſinne fall groueling to the | 
| earth, and curoff the very head of | 
ic. Ic will cut it at the heart,and naile | 
ic to the very Croſſeof Chrilt : as it , Gal 5-24, 
| is written ; that are Chrifts, 

tave crucified the fl: ſh with the af- 
teions and luſts. Ic morrifies ſuch cal.3. 3.4. 
as are Gods Ele in that manner, | 
that they can ſay, They are dead, G:1419.10 
and, line no more. They that were 
| dead in ſinne, are dead to ſinne by | 
'the power of this word where it is 
| effeftually Preachedto the Ele. | 
| Try wee our ſelues alſo by this, | 77+. 
| doe we finde the word fo powertul- | 
hy preuailing, tbar ic bath ſlaine vs, | 
| E 3 _ and | | 


bk & 
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Luke 11, 
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and crucified our fleſh with theaf- 
teftions and luſts ? barh it deſtroy- 
ed che ſtrong holds of linne, and all 
the workes of the Diuell in vs? hath 
it bound the ſtrong man and caſt 
him out? anddothir daily, and & 
very time wee heare, mortifie the 
deedes of the fleſh, our earthly 
members? by this we may alſo con- 
clude, thar ir is profitable ro vs;and 
that we are Gods ElcR, by this po- 
wer which is pecufiar to Gods peo-| 
le. 
: Adde totheſe, that quicksivg po- | 
wer of the word Preached, whereby | 
ic doth reviue, and pur not onely | 
heare, bur life into ſuch as heare ir, 
Of this ſpeaketh the Lord of life, 
where he ſaith; The dead (hall heare 
rhevoyce of the Sonne of God, and 
ſach as heare ſhall live. And the Pro- | 
phert Efayas, Heare, and your foulcs | 
{ha!l live. And bow were the 


Ephe- | 


———_— ene ene eg <—— 
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E quickened ? who before 
were dead in ſles and finnes: 
bur by the Preaching of the Gol. 
pell, chis powerfull ward ? 
How farre off then etc ſuch from 
any aſſarance of their eleRion to be 
of God, who know not what be- 
longsto this life? They are ſencible 
of thelife of rhe body, bur rhis fe, 
tis ro them & ſtrange thing , this 
word, The inft ſhall live by faith ; is 2 
Myftery of Myſteries ,” a darke 
and obſcure riddfe : and therefore 
ir may much confirme, and adde to 
the comforr of Gods people, when 


they can truely {ay, that they now 
livey it is by the fairh'of the Sonne 
of God, lowed them, and gave 


himſelfe for them 'Art thou now 
quickned? fince'whett haſt rhou felt 


this reviving ? Thou '' wert : once 
deade- If thou beeft now ali®.chon# 
miift be/ bode 'to' conclude, that 


T 


E 4 thou | 
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4lay? the time would faile me, to 


T be power of Preaching. 
thouart ordainedto life; ſeeing thou 
baſt che beginnings ot ic already :| 
and ſo much alſo for the power of 
quickening. | 
Laſt of all, the —_— 
newi wer : It doth net | 
3 1, reuive,heate, and com- | 
fort the ſoules of the Ele, bur they 
are renewedby it; their health, free- 
dome, life, heate, and comforts, are 
increaſed daily more and more,they 
goo on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and are daily renewed in the image 
of their mind.s : they renew their 
ups. the Eagles; they are dai- 
ly cdified, and builr vp in their moſt 
holy faith. And this is done by their 
purging,through the waſhing ofwa- 
ter by che Word, and by the whol- 
ſome cloxhing , .and feeding, the 
word affoords. What ſhall ] more 


— — 


{peak of all the pawers of the _ 
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| kinde or other, to ſuch as heare it ; 


If cbe Word hath this re 

power? by this alſo may Gods peo- 
le try, and examine them 
doth rhe Woggd preached renew thy 
firength ? is it by that thou encres- 
ſeſt in holineſle and righteoulneſle? 
doſt thou finde a growth,and going 
on? yea,an ability to runne withogt 
wearineſſe, and to walke without 
fainting ? This may beto thy ſoule 
an cuident ſigne, that thou art or- 
dained to eternal! life.” 


You ſee that the Word pones: 
fully preached, is cfeQuall in one | «; 


and you baueello beard the power- 


full effe&ts of the ſame, of both 
kindes, in the EleRt and r 

Know then for concluſion , an if 
we that are Preachers, perc 

the manifeſt effefts of road 


oY your conerorndeon __ 


Se ——— 
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firmation, you are m danger to feele 
irs power, to your deftruftion and 
condemnation : Jt will be eicherthe 
favour of life, or of death,to all that 
heare it. Labour then to let ichave 
its effet, in the ſaving of yout 
forles : ſuffer a of exhorta-| 
tion, though 'they pricke, and 
wound, and kill, and worke ſorrow 
in your ſoules;;” yet they will heale, 
2nd revine, and glad the hearts of 
all chat ſubmic therewnco : yea, this 
is that meanes which God hath left, 


| 


\+. | asthechiefe meanes , for the ſauing 
| of fiulch #5 are ordained to life , the 
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word {hall be powerfull to convert, 
and eſtabliſh, and bvild chem all vp 
im their moſt holy Fairh;yea,to pre- 
ſent' them blameleſſe before the 
preſenceaf Gods'plory with excee- 

ding oy. 
Beware then of contending a, 
geinſtir: Ie is herd kicking agtink 
the 
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| cute ſuch powerfall Preachers, but 
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| edification, and nortro deſtruction. 


| The power of Preaching. 

che prickes, da us ſtumbling! 
at this ſtone, fearetull falling on this 
rocke; Men may rage at, andperſe- 


the word in their mourthes , is like 
fire, to conſume all chart daretouch 
| then for hurt, Now therefore con- 
|remae it not,leſt your hearts be har- 
| dened,and your conſciences ſeared, 
| by the power thereof; leſt you be 
| more & more tormented by ir, and 
at length bound hand and toor, and 
deliuered ouer to Satan : yea, caſt 
into veter darkeneſle, there ſhall be 
weeping and gnalſhing of teeth. 

| defire to vic that power I haue 
| receiued to your conuerſion, and 


| Let the Word then pricke yoo hat 
| it may promote you ; let it launce 
you, thac it may looſe you; let iekill 
' you, tharit may quicken you ler it | 
| bruiſe you , that ic may binde you 
"P3 


= 


— —- me 


_ [for your damaing. Which GO D 


vp; letir terrific you, rbat it may 
turne you from all impiery ; let it 
worke ſencibly vpon you for your 
fauing, that ic worke nor inſencibly þ 


__ for which | will bow my 
, vato that moft powertul| 
God, that hee wi!l grant you accor- 
ding to the riches ot his grace , the' 
wer of curning from darknefle to | 
ight, and from the power of Satan 
to himſelte , that you may recciue 
the forgiveneſſc of (innes,and inhe./ 
ritance amongſt them that are ſan-, 
ified, by faith in Chriſt Ieſus; and. 
that all ſuch as arcalready tranſla- 
ted from deathto life, and from the. 
powerof darkneflc, into the King- 
domeof Chrilt Ieſus, may be daily 
buile vp, and be more and more re- 
, in che image of their] 
mindes, and become 'more con- 
formable| 


formable to Chriſt their glory : 


(and that cucn for leſus Chritis 


ſake. 4{mes. 


Let vs wow returae thankes to our 
God, and pray for 4 bleſcing wj- 
on what we bane beard, KC. 


